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Senate Move to Probe CIA 


I ldents have been able to thwart! sue which has broad meaning! 
•those who feel Congress has (not only for the CIA but for 
i done a dangerously Inadequate the Foreign Relations Commlt- 
! Job of auditing the CIAr-more tee Itself. 


By DAVID KRASLOW 
A Journal- American Exclusive 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20.— A hitherto unpublicized 
move within the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
to Investigate the Central Intelligence Agency promise sj 
to precipitate an explosive dispute with President 
Johnson.. 


Such an Investigation of an 
agency that lives In the never- 
never land of spies and mys- 
terious coups d'etat would be 
one of the most sensitive ever 
undertaken by Congress. 

Ail moves so far have been 
| made behind the scenes. 

Committee Chairman J . Wil- 
11am Fulbright (D-Ark.) already 
has placed on the committee’s 
tentative agenda for this year a 
study of the CIA’s impact on 
foreign policy, it was learned. 
This was discussed at a closedl 
Moor meeting of the 'committee'!, 
Vi* [last week. 

?• CIA Director William F 
‘P.aburn has been advised/ln- 


" should be watched more close-] 
jly from Capitol Hill. But he] 
says he doesn’t know how he 
will vote on authorizing the 
investigation. 

1 "We talked about thh in the Sen 
committee last week,” Sen.] JFK 


so with respect to policy than 
the agency’s finances. . 

Only once, in fact, have the 
proponents succeeded In forc- 
ing a vote. That was In 195ft on 
the Mansfield resolution for 
creating a, joint watchdog com- 
mittee. Sen. Mansfield lost, 59 
to 27. . ‘ . 

Voting against ' Sen. . Mans- 
field was Lyndon B. Johnson,’ 
then the Senate Democratic 
leader. Voting for the joint 
committee was the late John 
F. Kennedy, then the Junior 
tor from Massachusetts. 


Aiken said. "I’m In a conflict 
on this one. I think the agency 


CHANGED MIND 


Mr, Kennedy, however,’ 
changed his mind when he be 


should have closer supervision/ came President, 
but I’m afraid of leaks in such «i am well satisfied with the 
an Investigation that might present arrangements," he said 
prove embarrassing to our in 1963. 

The present arrangement ln- 
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P.abur n has been adv ised. )n- 

foMvor»X r a?gjTby 

Mil MVJ : Vism/hl raw* 

, anirHF : y«&i^'h-prinTfetidvb6rfte 
1 of-doSel* •cone^^WSriWilW'- 
visitm* df thft ;agency;r^- 

ties, ’’ , 

‘"little more than a handful 
in Congress are Informed about 
;thc CIA In any detail. It em- 
ploys thousands in Washing- 
ton and around the world and 
the hundreds of . millions it 
spends annually are hidden In 
dhpropriatlons for other gov- 
ernment departments, 
its operations have run the 


government.’' 

Sen. McCarthy soon wlll| 
make the first open move when 
he places before the Senate a| 
resolution authorizing the For- 
eign Relations Committee to| 
Investigate the CIA. 

SOME SUPPORT 
Sen. McCarthy already ap 
pears to have the strong ',-sut: 
port of Sen. Fulbright, 
Wayne Morse (D.-Ore.), and 
others on the 19-member com- 
mittee. Some informed source: 
believe that a majority could! 
withstand White House pres 
sures and vote for the Inquiry.] 
Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield of Montana, who is| 
in a unique and somewhat un- 
comfortable spot on this Issue, 
may be a critical factor if It 
ever comes to a floor test. 

Sen. Mansfield went on 


gamut from the routine monl-| recor( j j ong R g 0 j n favor of) 
toring of foreign propaganda closer congressional supervi- 


rfcdio broadcasts to clandestine 




Efforts to overthrow govern- 
ments. 

OPPOSITION EXPECTED . 

Srn. George D. Aiken of Ver- 
mont, the second-ranked Re- 
publican on the committee, for- 
secs "massive resistance 1 ’ to Its] 
proposed inquiry from the Pres 
ldcnt and others in the execu- 
tive branch. 

“The confrontation with the 


sion of the CIA and he is the 
No. 3 Democrat on the Foreign 
Relations Committee. But lie 


volvcs special CIA subcommit- 
tees of the armed services and 
appropriations committees in 
both the House and Senate. 

Presidents, Jealous of their 
power over the CIA, and many 
on Capitol Hill have felt that 
those subcommittee^ adequately 
fulfill the congressional- re- 
SeI) jspnnslblllty for overseeing ex- 
ecutive agencies. \ 

Sen. McCarthy and many 
others, however, argue that the 
present system is cursory, and 
far too informal for overseeing 
such a vital part of the govern- 
ment. 

Moreover, they feel that with 
the CIA’S obvious involvement 
in foreign policy the foreign re 
latlons committees are best 
suited to perform the Watchdog 
function. v 

The Fulbright committee’s 
controversial investigation Of 
this nation's Intervention in the 
Dominican Republic revolution 
lest. Spring accounts, in part, 
for the increased Rgltatlon 


! executive branch would be 


0 


quite explosive” it the issue Is 
[pressed,” Sen, Aiken said. 

He believes the CIA "doesrt’t 






such Is expected to protect the v l!l,a lhe commltte* to take a 
Administration’s lntcvoMs in 
the Senate. 

Sen. Mansfield was not Ma- 
jority Leader 10 years as» when 
he led the unsuccessful fish t in 
the Senate to establish a joint 
congressional committee 
oversee the CIA. 


look at the CIA, 

Sen. Fulbright and some other 
members became convinced not 
o -!\ (hat American policy failed 
ii> iiir Dominican Rcpubllo but 
that it failed because the Trcs- 
'f 0 'Idnnt was misled by faulty ad- 
vice and intelligence. 


Now, publicly at least, Sen. 
Mansfield Is playing it close to 
the vest, 

confirming that the Investi- 
gation was discussed by the 
committee last week, Son. 
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Cortkttsft hOF 'ftfld thlnka the| l8SUe 8 | n fci> becoming ^Majority 
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The committee split /sharply 
on this question— and not along 
party lines. Sen. Fulbright’s 
condemnation of the Admini- 
stration's Dominican V polio* 
also led to a substantial cobb- 
ing in, the personal relation- 
ship between him and the pres- 


ident. 


Now, Betti Fulbright may, 


As Sen. McCarthy put It in 
an interview: 

' “The foreign policy implica- 
tions of the CIA’s activities are' 
becoming Increasingly Impor- 
tant. Foreign policy has been 
in a mixed no-man's land for 
a long time (an apparent ref-, 
erence to the mixture of stan- 
dard diplomacy wltH -cloak- 
and-dagger CIA operations) 
and more people now realize 
this. 

“The committee ought to 
assert proper Jurisdiction In 
those areas where foreign poli- 
cy Is affected, determined and 
executed — and the CIA Is one 
of those areas.” 

, The resolution Sen. Mc- 
Carthy soon Will introduce will 
authorize the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee “to make a 
full and complete study with 
respect to the effects of the 
operations and activities of the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
upon the foreign relations of 
the United States.” 

That resolution probably will 
be referred to the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, but It is 
not certain that It will bo 
brought to a vote. • ] 

with the support of a com-j 
mlttee majority, Sen. Fulbright 
could go ahead with an lnves-j 
tigation even without the res-i 
olutlon. But it will be avail-!; 
able if it is decided that a 
formal vote is desirable. 

Favorable action by the com-] 
mlttee on the resolntton would 
send it to the floor for a vote 
by the entire Senate. 

{There is speculation that td 
head off an investigation dl-, 
rected , by Sen. Fulbright, thft] 
President might agree to iotrtftj 
compronilse-4-perhapg the ftreM 
tl6H of a select committee thair 
dofts not Include Sem. FalbrightiJ 
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